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would land us in the most painful and ludicrous
absurdities? Now, just as great, and just as painful,
is the absurdity that results from our assuming tRe
individual reason as the type of intellectual perfec-
tion, as the ultimate test of truth. The reason of
man, however perfect as a truth-organ abstractedly,
yet, when viewed individually and in the concrete,
is beset with every species of drawback and diffi-
culty. Here we find the imagination running away
with the judgment; there we see the senses pre-
dominant over the reason; here we see violent
associations disturbing all the harmonious play of
the faculties within; and there we see a false edu-
cation distorting every feature either into a monster
or a dwarf. In the midst of all this, where is the
room for the principle of individuality to plant
itself? If this principle is all we have to fall back
upon, then assuredly truth must be sadly at the
mercy of all the temperaments and idiosyncrasies
to which human nature, in the detail, is universally
subjected.

The argument, against the principle of indivi-
dualism, however, may be pursued yet a step far-
ther, by showing, namely, the consequences in which
we become involved when it is fully and logically
carried out*, Admit that the individual reason is
our last and final appeal for truth, and it follows
that all our knowledge must be viewed simply as
relative to the constitution of our own minds, not
as having any positive objective validity* The
organ of truth within us might have been differ-